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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . [3 This communication is responsive to amendment of March 29. 2004 . 

2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-7 and 11 , 

3. [3 The drawings filed on 29 January 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. [3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 8-10 
directed to a Group non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 8-10 have been 
cancelled. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1-7 and 1 1 are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art of 
record does not teach or suggest the entire combination of elements of the tape cartridge set forth 
including a tape leader pin and a spring member being formed of the same type of material, the 
material being metal, wherein a surface hardness of a sliding surface of said spring member with 
respect to said tape leader is higher than that of said tape leader pin. Further, the prior art of 
record does not teach or suggest the spring member being formed from stainless steel and the 
sliding surface of the spring member being plated with chromium or nickel. None of the 
references of the prior art teach or suggest the characteristics of the spring member and leader 
pin as advanced above and such do not provide the necessary motivation, absent applicant's 
specification, for modifying the tape cartridge in the manner required by the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William A Rivera whose telephone number is 703-308-2684. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday - 7:30 to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on 703-308-2688. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Conclusion 



WILLIAM A. RIVERA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

June 28, 2004 


